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The South African Reserve Bank (the “Bank”) has noted with concern that relatively high quality
counterfeit notes of the old series, that does not have the security features as listed below, have
illegally come into circulation. This matter is currently under investigation.

We also advise that the Bank, together with the commercial banks, is withdrawing all old series
R200 banknotes that remain in circulation. Members of the public are requested to present
these banknotes for exchange at the nearest commercial bank by the end of May 2010. After
this date it will only be possible to present these banknotes to the South African Reserve Bank
Branches for exchange.

The R200 banknotes of the upgraded series bearing the signatures of former Governor, Mr TT
Mboweni and current Governor, Ms G Marcus, have the security features outlined below and are
not affected by the current counterfeit problem. These banknotes will remain in circulation.

South Africa has a family of five banknotes, with the R200 banknote being the highest
denomination. The South African public is encouraged to re-familiarise themselves with the
security features on the South African banknotes and to examine them on receipt. Do not
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hesitate or feel embarrassed about holding a banknote up to the light. Look, feel and tilt the
banknotes to ascertain the security features.

Some key features to consider:

Banknote Substrate

The special quality of banknote paper and the raised intaglio print give it a distinct feel. Unlike
normal paper, banknotes have a distinct crackling sound when handled.

Coat of Arms

The South African Coat of Arms is used prominently in the front top left corner, in the iridescent
band on the back, and as a holographic image in the security thread of the R50, R100 and R200
banknotes.

Watermark

The watermark is smaller and the denomination numeral is added to the watermark of the main
motif. When the banknote is held up to the light the watermark and the denomination numeral
are visible.

Perfect registration

The upgraded banknotes reveal the denomination numeral in perfect registration on the front
and back when a note is held up to the light. It does not appear blurred or obscured.

Windowed security thread

On the R50, R100 and R200 banknotes the thread is 4 mm wide. SARB, RAND and the
denomination numeral appear when held up to light and a holographic Coat of Arms appears in
the thread when tilted. On the R10 and R20 banknotes the thread is 2 mm wide and SARB and
the denomination numeral appear in clear text.

Optically variable ink

On the R50, R100 and R200 banknotes the denomination numeral on the front bottom right is
printed in colour changing ink. When the R50 and R100 banknotes are tilted, the colour changes
from green to gold. On the R200 it changes from magenta to green
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Latent image

When the banknote is held almost horizontally to eye level, the denomination numeral appears
inside the geometric shapes.

Diamond shapes

The diamond shapes with a raised intaglio feel on the front of the banknote that assist the blind
to distinguish between the denominations are as follows:

e 1 diamond for the R10

e 2 diamonds for the R20

e 3 diamonds for the R50

e 4 diamonds for the R100, and
e 5 diamonds for the R200.

Different geometric shapes
These are on the front of the banknotes as an aid for the partially sighted and are as follows:

diamond on the R10
square on the R20

circle on the R50,and

different hexagons on the R100 and R200 respectively.
Denomination numerals

These are prominent on the front and the back of the banknotes.

Microlettering

‘South African Reserve Bank’ appears in microlettering to the right of the animal’s ear. The
microlettering is printed in positive and negative text.

Unique numbering

The unique number is on the back a vertical number on the left hand side and a horizontal
number top right. The horizontal number is conical.
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Iridescent band

This is a very prominent feature, in gold colour on the back of all banknotes. When tilted, the
Coat of Arms and the denomination numeral appear.

Should any member of the public not be certain of the authenticity and quality of a banknote
they have the right to request one that they have trust/confidence in.

Members of the public who require further information can contact:
Samantha Henkeman

Tel: 012 313 4669

E-mail: sam.henkeman@resbank.co.za

Source: South African Reserve Bank

EXPLORE GOV.ZA

Statements
Documents
Events

Key issues

Government opinion pieces

About government
About South Africa
Contact your government
Feedback

Sitemap

https://www.gov.za/statement-issued-sarb-governor-ms-g-marcus-counterfeit-notes-circulation

4/5


mailto:sam.henkeman@resbank.co.za
http://www.reservebank.co.za/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.za%2Fstatement-issued-sarb-governor-ms-g-marcus-counterfeit-notes-circulation
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A//www.gov.za/statement-issued-sarb-governor-ms-g-marcus-counterfeit-notes-circulation&text=South%20African%20Government%20-...&via=GovernmentZA
https://linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.za%2Fstatement-issued-sarb-governor-ms-g-marcus-counterfeit-notes-circulation
mailto:?subject=South%20African%20Government%20-%20Statement%20issued%20by%20the%20SARB%20Governor%2C%20Ms%20G%20Marcus%20on%20counterfeit%20notes%20in%20circulation&body=https%3A//www.gov.za/statement-issued-sarb-governor-ms-g-marcus-counterfeit-notes-circulation
https://www.gov.za/speeches
https://www.gov.za/document
https://www.gov.za/events
https://www.gov.za/issues/key-issues
https://www.gov.za/blog
https://www.gov.za/about-government
https://www.gov.za/about-sa
https://www.gov.za/contact-your-government
https://www.gov.za/sa-government-online-website-feedback
https://www.gov.za/sitemap

7/9/23, 12:31 PM Statement issued by the SARB Governor, Ms G Marcus on counterfeit notes in circulation | South African Government

Get e-mail updates

Services for residents
Services for organisations
Services for foreign nationals
FAQs

Terms and conditions

RSS feeds

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH'S COVID-19 ONLINE RESOURCE AND NEWS PORTAL

f @@ es ‘%JS[ND \

TO'BUILD THE MZANSI | WANT

Copyright 2023 Government of South Africa. All Rights Reserved

https://www.gov.za/statement-issued-sarb-governor-ms-g-marcus-counterfeit-notes-circulation 5/5


https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
https://www.facebook.com/GovernmentZA/
https://twitter.com/GovernmentZA
https://www.youtube.com/user/GovernmentZA
https://www.instagram.com/governmentza/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/governmentza/
https://www.gov.za/subscribe-mailing-lists
https://www.gov.za/services/services-residents
https://www.gov.za/services/services-organisations
https://www.gov.za/services/services-foreign-nationals
https://www.gov.za/faq
https://www.gov.za/terms-and-conditions-use-0
https://www.gov.za/rss-feeds

