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Reserve Bank launches commemorative R5 coin celebrating
200 years of coinage

3 Dec 2015

The South African Reserve Bank (SARB) will be issuing a Griqua Town themed R5 circulation coin,
celebrating the 200th anniversary of the creation of the first coinage in South Africa.

The currency was created in the name of a local community: Griqua Town, but had far-reaching
significance as the first South African currency, the country's first decimal coinage and the
world’s first Christian Missionary coinage.

The new R5 coin has an image of the 1815 Griqua Town coin with the words “Coinage of Griqua
Town 200" and the date “1815 - 2015"” on the reverse side. The obverse depicts the South African
Coat of Arms, with the words SARB on each side.

The Griqua Town R5 coin is the fourth commemorative R5 issued by the SARB, since the first bi-
metal R5 was introduced in 2004. Other notable anniversaries to be celebrated on the R5 coin
were Nelson Mandela’s 90th birthday in 2008, the 90th anniversary of the SARB in 2011 and 20

years of democracy in 2014.

This coin is a normal circulation coin and will form part of the R5 coins that are already in
circulation throughout the country. The circulation coin is worth its face value of R5 and will be
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introduced into circulation from early 2016. The public is encouraged to recirculate the coin
when they receive it.

For collectors out there, the South African Mint (SA Mint), a wholly owned subsidiary of the SARB,
has launched special Griqua Town Coin Sets consisting of the following:

e A RS Proof non-circulation coin
e ASetincluding a proof R5 coin and two R2 silver crowns

e A Set consisting of a R2 gold coin, a R5 proof coin, two silver R2 crowns and a magnifying
glass

e Aset of a R2 gold coin and a R5 non-circulation coin; a proof R5 coin and a magnifying glass
The special Griqua Town Coin Sets are available for purchase at the SA Mint in Centurion.

Note: The SARB issues commemorative circulation coins as part of its production of currency
and they are usually issued to commemorate an event that involves a wider section of society,
and such coins are made available and accessible to the public at face value.

Enquiries:

Group Strategy and Communications Department
Tel: 012 313 3465

Issued by: South African Reserve Bank
More on: Finance
More from: South African Reserve Bank

EXPLORE GOV.ZA

Statements

https://www.gov.za/speeches/sarb-launches-commemorative-r5-coin-celebrating-200-years-coinage-3-dec-2015-0000 2/3


https://www.resbank.co.za/en/home
https://www.gov.za/taxonomy/term/694
https://www.gov.za/taxonomy/term/1013
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.za%2Fspeeches%2Fsarb-launches-commemorative-r5-coin-celebrating-200-years-coinage-3-dec-2015-0000
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A//www.gov.za/speeches/sarb-launches-commemorative-r5-coin-celebrating-200-years-coinage-3-dec-2015-0000&text=South%20African...&via=GovernmentZA
https://linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.za%2Fspeeches%2Fsarb-launches-commemorative-r5-coin-celebrating-200-years-coinage-3-dec-2015-0000
mailto:?subject=South%20African%20Government%20-%20Reserve%20Bank%20launches%20commemorative%20R5%20coin%20celebrating%20200%20years%20of%20coinage&body=https%3A//www.gov.za/speeches/sarb-launches-commemorative-r5-coin-celebrating-200-years-coinage-3-dec-2015-0000
https://www.gov.za/speeches

717123, 4:25 PM Reserve Bank launches commemorative R5 coin celebrating 200 years of coinage | South African Government
Documents
Events
Key issues

Government opinion pieces

About government
About South Africa
Contact your government
Feedback

Sitemap

Get e-mail updates

Services for residents
Services for organisations
Services for foreign nationals
FAQs

Terms and conditions

RSS feeds

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH'S COVID-19 ONLINE RESOURCE AND NEWS PORTAL

f y@@Qee ‘%JS[ND Mt

TO'BUILD THE MZANSI | WANT

Copyright 2023 Government of South Africa. All Rights Reserved

https://www.gov.za/speeches/sarb-launches-commemorative-r5-coin-celebrating-200-years-coinage-3-dec-2015-0000 3/3


https://sacoronavirus.co.za/
https://www.facebook.com/GovernmentZA/
https://twitter.com/GovernmentZA
https://www.youtube.com/user/GovernmentZA
https://www.instagram.com/governmentza/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/governmentza/
https://www.gov.za/document
https://www.gov.za/events
https://www.gov.za/issues/key-issues
https://www.gov.za/blog
https://www.gov.za/about-government
https://www.gov.za/about-sa
https://www.gov.za/contact-your-government
https://www.gov.za/sa-government-online-website-feedback
https://www.gov.za/sitemap
https://www.gov.za/subscribe-mailing-lists
https://www.gov.za/services/services-residents
https://www.gov.za/services/services-organisations
https://www.gov.za/services/services-foreign-nationals
https://www.gov.za/faq
https://www.gov.za/terms-and-conditions-use-0
https://www.gov.za/rss-feeds

