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RARE GOLD COINS FOUND IN 144-YEAR-OLD WRECK OFF

CAPE TOWN

MOST IMPORTANT
FIND EVER

Two young Cape Town skin
divers have discovered the lar-
gest hoard of sunken treasure
ever found off South Africa’s
coast. The gold coins — said to
be worth more than R20,000 —
have been recovered from the
rotting hull of the 629-ton
British ship, Fame, which sank
near Cape Town in a winiery
gale on June 14, 1822.

- The bulk of the coins consist of
British East India Company 1 Mo-
hurs, Star Pagodas and many
English Guineas and Sovereigns.
Included in the find were some rare
coins which have seldom been seen
in South Africa.

The skin divers asked Dr. Frank
Mitchell, past president of -the

South African Numismatic Associa--

tion, to help them clean the coins
and arrange for their sale to numis-
matists. It is due to Dr. Mitchell
that expert advice from the Council
for Scientific Industrial Research
was obtained for cleaning the bar-
nacle-encrusted coins without
harming them.

Most of the coins are in an ex-
cellent state of preservation and
are none the worse for their 144-
year submersion.

The coins were hardly recopgniz-
able and Dr. Mitchell approached a
CSIR expert on the corrosion of
metals to devise a method of clean-

ing the coins. -

The expert found that by passing
a 15 amp electric current through

(continued on page 3 col. 1)

certified that this conn
[ Mabhur E1.C. 120
w3 recovered in Ociober 1962
from the wreck of the English
sailing akip “FAME"™ (829 tons,
Captain, Mr. Clark) which was
driven onto the rocks at Sea

Gold coins from the ** Fome'". Above, cbverse (left) with*the C:""‘Fﬂ“‘.l'" Coat of
Arms and reverse in persian the one mohur with Dr. Michell’s cordboard :Il_::-_
above. Balow, a two pagoda (left) and ones pagoda — both garter type - with
the cbverse and reverse of a star pagoda at the bottom.
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A History of Early Cape Coins

WHEN THERE WAS NONE

By B. Heming

Robert Louis Stevenson told us that Lon
was confined to

Bnrrut whose vocabulary

ieces of Eight — Pieces of Eight.’

The parrot would have needed a more
extensive rangetocover the many types
of coins used in SouthernAfrica during
the 17th and 18th centuries, The coins
were very varied and of many denom-
inations and they came from numerous
gources, France, Spain, Portugal,
Mexico, Britain, Holland, Batavia and
india. Even Japan and Russia were
represented by their currencies in the
early days, Pesos, ducats and
ducatoons, rijks dalers, crowns, kruls
dalers, schillings, stulvers, crusados,
gullders, V.0.C. doits and guilders,
guineas, roubles and;Stuart-gold coins
all appeared at the Tavern of the Seas
and were used by the community.

Mr. Herring is one of the
foremost collectors and ex-
erts on South African coins.
is collection of coins is
superb and virtually unsur-
passed. He has spent a life-

time collecting coins and the

history about them. We are
proud to publish the first of a
series by him on South
African coins.

This metallic currency followedear-
lier times when barter was the only
method of exchange, Ostrich and
Cowrie shells, and beads, brass rods
in short lengths were used by the
Bushmen and Hottentots, Even during
the latter part of the 19th and the ear-
lier part of this century, salt, calico
and copper rods were good currency in

the territories north of the Zambesi.

It would appear from the variety of
coins used that currency was plentiful.
Exactly the opposite was true, for it
was just the absence of regular and
official coinage that brought the
different denominations from the eight
points of the compass. Officialdom in
those days was not unduly disturbed
about the lack of a negotiable medium
and it was left to the seamen, traders
and travellers to make good the paucity .

The Dutch East Indla Company and
its English equivalent dominated t}he
East with their trade and commercial
ventures, They soon discovered that
trading without a medium of exchange
was tedious, Whar was accepted in
Africa was rejected in the East and
vice versa. The Dutch Company struck
silver and copper coins in Holland.
Copper doits, silver guilders, half
guilders and ducatoons bearing the
symbol V.,0.C. - Vereeniigde Qost-
Indische Compagnie - were put into
circulation and were accepted by the
inhabitants andtraders,Goldandsilver
coins of other countries were over-
struck by the company “V.0.C."”, and
they finally established their own mint
and produced their owncoinagein gold,
silver and copper.

John Silver had a
“Pieces of BEight -

Japanese Koban

The English East India Company, not
to be outdone, circulated Indian gold
and sllver coins minted by them,
Mohurs, rupees and pagodas in gold,
and silver of Madras and Bengal
made their appearance and were equal-
ly acceptable, During this period the
coinage of the other countries already
mentioned were still used and eventhe
silver rouble added itself to the con-
glomerate.

In spite of efforts toaugment the cur-
rency it continued to be scarce and
during the war berween Holland and
England coins became still scarcer, It
was [nevitable that officialdom would
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turn to paper to fill the gap and hand-
written and hand-stamped rix dollar
notes were issued onthe undersianding
that they would be redeemed with cur-
rency on its arrival,

It was a long time coming and the
notes were being forged and they wore
out quickly, thereby needing continual
replacement, The designs were altered
and people inoutlyingdigtricts became
suspicious and refused to acceptthem,
Furthermore, owingto the long absence
of any coin the notes depreciated in
value. However, small coins were on
their way, for the Staats Genersaal

V4o of a Guilder

authorised the striking of eighth, quar-
ter and half guilders in silver. It was
some years before they appeared - 1802
to be exact - and they were known as
Cape guilders or ship guilders as a
ship was incorporated in the design,

Meanwhile the Cape was struggling
with a variety of coinage and the de-
preciated notes, It was proposed toin-
stal a nfint to overcome the perpetual
shortage of coins, but although plans
and designs were drawn up, the neces-
sary machinery never materialized,

In 1795 the first British occupation
took place. Rupees, guineas, ducats,

(continued at the foot of following page)



(continued from pcg-_'lj
the 1 Mohurs it was possible to dis-

lodge the dirt when hydrogen was
released. The smaller coins were
placed in a chemical solution and
then heated. Once again the result

was excellent.
Old records in Cape Town show

that the Fame was retuming from
India under the command of Captain
Clarke. On board the vessel were a
number of British officers returning
to England after a tour of duty in

India. )
The Fame stayed in Cape Town

about a month and set sail for
England on June 14. She was hardly
out of the port when a strong North
Westerdey drove the ship onto the

rocks off Sea Point. She sank in
about 50 foot of water with no loss

of life.

An advertisement appeared in the
Cape Town newspapers soon after
waming that anyone found pilaging
the wreck would be severely punis-
hed. A few weeks later another
advertisement invited Capetonians
to attend the sale of coins found in
the wreck.

The coins which were sold in
1822 were presumably from the
ship’s strong box.

Dr. Mitchell and his helpers were
at a loss to know who the coins
belonged to, which they had found.

Near the coins found in the
ship, the divers discovered a few

Bickels
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More coins from the "'F ame’’. Above the chbverse (left) ond reverse of a 4
mohur. Below the ob. and rev. of o0 '§{ mohur.

rusty styringes and medical equip-
ment. Records showed that a certain
Dr. Hamilton and his family" were
retuming to England on the Fame
and it is presumed that the coins
were those Dr. Hamilton had collec-

ted during his stay in India.

. Each coin sold is accompanied
by a round cardboard disc certify-
ing that the coin was found on the
Fame.. Each disc bears Dr. Mir.
chell’s signature.

mohurs, Spanish dollars, guilders and
shillings were circulated, No soobner
were they issued than they disappeared,
Replacements suffered the same fate,
Coinage was scarce again and “Good
fors” for small values appeared. The
Governor allowed the use of Indian gold
and silver coins to alleviate the short-
age and the new big “Cartwheel” penny
and twopenny pieces were imported to
help out, The gold colns were redeem-
able at a premium to keep them in the
country.

From the return of the Batavian
Republic in 1803 until 1814 when the
Cape finally became a British colony,
various efforts were made to stabilize
the currency; standardisation of the

lder was adopted and the afore-
mentioned Cape guilders were struck
and Introduced indenominations ofone,
half, quarter, eighth and sixteenth,
together with copper doits and half

doits.

Lord Charies Somerset endeavoured
to establish an Individuval “Cape coin-
age” in 1823: the British gove
however, had other plans which call
for the establishment of a sterling cur-
rency, uniform and suitable for all the
British colonies in existence at that
date, This was, of course, coinage as
we knew it up to the change gverto the
decimal coinage in 1961. The colnage
congisted of sovereigns and half sover-
eigns in gold with the crowns, half
crowns, shillings, sixpences and three-
pences in silver; the ordinary peony,
halfpenny and farthing in bronze, and
later the fourpenny and the florin in
silver.

From then on the Cape enjoyed a
regular stream of gold, silver and
bronze colns and the recipients were
at last aware of the values that they
were recelving, They never had to
resort to the expedients of the other
lands, such as the government stamped

soap of Mexico, ucgoiiable as lung as
the stamp was lecible, rats t2il® in
China, buttons in Turkey, sharks and
whales® teeth in Fiji and thin alum-
inium coins made from borttle tops
which were fabricated In Denmark
during the last war,

The Cape government made another
artempt to Jsue definite coinags for the
colony in 188%: patterns were submitted
but the coioage itself never material-
ized.

it was a oatural corollary that the
Istter day coinage of the Cape - in other
words the Bridsh currency - would
percolate to the two inland republics,
the Orange Free State and the Zuid
Afrikaansche Republiek. Inthe absence
of any evidence tothe contrary we must
take it that it was entirely acceptable:
indeed it was reproduced almost in fts

entirety under the Kruger regime from
1892 onward.
To be continued,
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SOUTH AF RICA’.; _LABGEST SALE HELD IN

9.00
T MONTH 3
PE TOWN LAS % iz %
- th Africa too -
ever held in South A &
One of the,_hlar ?-::E ﬁ::eti:m::fs ?«E; at Ashgey’ﬁsiﬁm:;iséacﬁe S.A. GOLD COINS AND RARE KRUGER
i e fi inted in 2 SETS:
place during est sets ever min Led pribEs &
Town. Some uf]i}h;ﬁ ;Tq;uf sets, were offered ?}ﬂﬂliﬁiﬁd in Ii:he rare 61. 2x1952S.A. £1.0.0 UNC.R 30.00
1932, 1934 and d higher than in catalognes. In ent for R620.00. 62 1x1960SA. £1.0.0 UNC. 31.00
few hu:;dred R:nlﬂﬂﬂg UNC Kruger set ?.'Eh::i]}l‘;et the pattern for  g3° | x 10615 A ﬁ%gg UNC. gggg
ial was : : t the sa : : 5 2 x 19625.A. R2.00 UNC, ‘
materlliﬂﬂy of the preace m?‘iLzESiuat'h African numismatic market We 2;: 3 : 1963 S.A. R2.00 UNC. 39 00
Spme montas Lo ST ﬂn‘ces realized in full. 3000 66. S5x1965S.A. R2.00 UNC. 63.00
reproduce the list and pri ig. }iiggg 33.00 67. 1x1893Z.AR.Kruger
MISCELLANEOUS. 7. 1% 1954 2500 " setw (£1.0.0., 1%;{;—.1{1)
UI@E_S.A.. B- 'lxl 6 2'11 -rﬁd'l s -
1. 20 Assorted . {in= lg 1 x 1956 80,00 i,]_[ ‘;‘m/EF /{A very rare
pennies and cents. ( R 600 17 57 96.00 - 400,00
cluding 1947 ~ 1964). - gi: i : 1135 4 1 ;2-33 set) 10/- has slight dent, -
i 166.
2. 20 Assorted UNC, S.A..In- 22, } b 4 igﬁg 4400 68, 1 x 1892 zgl-%‘{]mgg/%r
tickeys and 2 cents. ( 2500 23~ 1% 40.00 UNC. set (£1.0.0,, D/s,
- 7-1964). R .00 5 1 x1961 10/-, D/S, 5/, D/S, Sj-.
- # . e
3. 20 Assorted S.A. farthings 26, 1x 1963 32,00 34, 14). R620.00
2 . (including » L 00
19435, 2l axses N N PROOF SETS
FOREIG :
Assorted S,A. UNC. i
2 g— and 20 cents, (In- S.A. LONG PROOF SETS: 69. 3 x 1964 Malawi Proof
cluding 1960, 1961, 1963 R 5.00 o R 50.00 Sets (FDC) = R 43.00
oA 3. 11053 64.00 Y
; o 1954 NoSale 70. 3 xKnights a
5 25 x 1966 silver S A, R 2600 3. 1lx 106.00 Proof Sets R 33.00
" 1 Rand pieces UNC. ©7 32, 1x1955 320,00 :
‘ 33, 1x1956 30000 71. 3 x 1966 Canadian .
B 2= DS A, Al R135.00 34. 1x1957 300.00 Proof Sets R 29,00
I cent UNC, ; gg } % iggg 360,00 - ™
. - 72. 2 % 1964 Rhodesian
7. 2x19655.A. English 37. 1x igg’i’ ?2;33 Proof Sets R114.00
A Rand pisces {pnly ok 105.00
25,000 made { R 20,00 °7- 3 8200 73. 2 x 1964 Bermuda
sets). fi] % i Jiggi 80.00 Proof Crowns R 15.00
8. 2x1965S.A, Afrikaans 42, 1 x1965 - 89.00 74, 1x1902 Baward VIl
50 cent pieces (only S.A. PROOF CROWNS: Proof Set (mat.) £5.0.0
25“?'“ ticie Jox fhe R 10.00 bk i i to Maundy 1d. R650.00
sets), | " 43, 1x1947 ProofCr
t Blue Case i zg% 75. 1 x 1953 New Zealand
9. 1x19655A.V.IP.se 44, 1x1948 15, Proof Set 5/- to  penny
in case (about 120 mint-t 45, 1 x 1949 Zggg (FDC) R 40.00
ed). (Ons of S.A."s sough 46, 1x1950 e |
Afriksans I-Rand). . R272.00 47. 1x1951 00 76. 1 x 1955 Rhodesian
Afrikaans 1-Rand). » 48 1 x 1952 13'00 ] Proof Set 2/6 to
4. 1x1953 s penny. R 95.00
. Eﬂ- 1 x1 i '
S.A. SHORT PROOF SETS: Sl. 1x1955 gfgg 77. 1 x 1953 Rhodesian Proof
R 56.00 92. 1x1956 16.00 Crown in Red Case, R 42 00
10, 1 x 1947 92 00 53. 1 x1957 15 00
11, - 1x1348 120,00 54. 1x 1958 ‘00 78. 3 xZambian Proof |
2. 1x1949 196,00 53, 1x1959 ‘1000 Crowns 1965, R 26.00
i - g 1 .
14, 1 x 1951 52,00 36. 1x



79. 2 x 1964 South Arabian

Federation Prooizets. R 21.00
VERY RARE PROOFSETS:
g80. 1 x 1923 S.A. Long Proof

Set - £1.00t0 d.(in -

long, Red Mappin and

Webb box) F.D.C. R520.00
81. 1x1931S.A. Proof Set

(only 62 minted). R1050,00
g2. 1x 1932 S.A. Proof Set

(only 12 minted). R1700.00
83. 1 x 1934S.A. Proof Set

(only 24 minted). R1000.00

1 % 1935 S.A. Proof Set
o (only 20 minted). R1300.,00
g85. 1 x1936S.A. Proof Set

(only 40 minted), R1000.00
86. 1x1938S.A. Proof Set

(only 44 minted). R1100.00
87. 1 x1939S.A. Proof Set

(only 30 minted). R1450.00
FOREIGN GOLD:
88. 10 Assorted British

Sovereigns all about VF, R123.50

89. 1 x 50 Peso Mexico Gold
Coin. EF

R 60.00
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90. 1 x100Cor, Austria

Gold Coin FDC, R 38,00
91, 1x20Dollar US.A,

Gold Coin VF/EF,

1 x 100 Soles Peru
Gold Coin UNC.

R 42.00

92.
R 60,00

93. 1 x4 Ducat Austria

Gold Coin FDC. R 34,00

PRE-1903 S.A, GOLD:
94, 35 Assorted Kruger
Gold Sovereigns,
average VF. R210.00
95. 1 x 1874 Fine Beard
Burgers Pond EF (a very
scarce c¢oin in this con-
dition). R750.00

96, 1 x 1892 Single Shaft
Kruger Pond EF

(scarce in EF)

97. 1 x 1900 Blank Rim-
less Pond. (Consider-
ably scarcer than the
with Rim variety).
98. 1 x 1902 Veld Pond EF,

(A very fine specimen),

R280.00

R 86.00

R400.00

Page 5

S.A.UNC, SETS:
99, 1 x1948S.A. UNC. set

incl. §S Crown, R 60.00
100, 1 x1950S.A. UNC. get

incl, SS Craown, R 52,00
101, 1 x 1953S.A. UNC. set

incl, SS Crown, R 20.00
102, 1 x 1959S.A, UNC. set

incl, SS Crown, R166.00
103, 1 x19625.A. UNC. set

incl,'SS Crown, R 30.00
MEDALS AND MEDALLIONS:

104, THE NATIONAL PARTY
MEDAL.. A limited striking
of one inch medals bearing
the head of the South Af-
rican Prime Minister, Dr.
H.F. VERWOERD on the
obverse. The reverse has
the wording 1961 - 1966
which symbolises the first
five years of the Republic,
Copper striking { 500

minted). R 11.00
105, DO, in Silver (rare)

(250 minted), R 23.00
106. DO. in Gold (very rare)

(only 50 made), R 65.00

—— —
e r—

Reader’s Letters

Dear Sir,
I read your article about faked 5.A,

Mint Boxes with interest. I am of the
opinion that the “fake” boxes are infact
“genuine” and originated fromtheS.A.
Mint, |

Through the years the proof boxes
did haveslight differences, particular-
ly in the design of hinges and clasps
and small variations in size,

Around about 1960/1961 in an effort
to balance stocks of boxes for £.5.d.
and decimal proof sets, several boxes
were re-modeled, andIsuspectthatthe
larger “fake"” box in your photograph
was probably one of these, Remember
that the Decimal sets have two co0ins
less than the £.s.d. sets and also that
if when despatching sets, the Mint no-
tices that & box is in any way defect-
ive, the coins are repacked and a box
from a different consignment to that
used intheoriginal packingis p;sl:diglﬁ.

(Reader Simun's theory is interest-
ing, but somewhat wide of the mark.
According to the Johannesburg coin
dealer who bought the “faked” boxes,
his American supplier freely admitted
that the boxes were not genuine S,A,
Mint issue,

“The American dealer told me that
boxes were made in the USA, He was
most obliging and said that he had no
objection to changing the boxes forthe
genuine articles,

*The American ended his letter by
saying he preferredthe Americanpro-
duct to the South African and urged me
to stipulate in future orders whether |
required the USA or South African hox-
¢s,” the dealer told Bickels Coin and
Medal News.

We can safely assume the American
dealer never intended to defraudSouth
African collectors. We are told that

ently boxes are damaged on ransit
to USA and the “faked” boxes are made
to replace the ruined articles - Editor.

WANTED

S.A. Military cap and collarbadges, also
helmet plates of regiments which existed
prior to 1913:- Queenstown, Oudtshoorn
and Uitenhage Volunteer Rifles: Vryburg,
Victoria, Umzimkulu, Zululand and Sou~
thern Mounted Rifles: Bechuanaland, Ma-
ritzburg, Victoria, Kimberley, Northern
and Western Rifles: Cape TownlIrishRi~
fles, Royal Durban Rifles, Natal Royal
Regiment, Cape Infantry, Kimberley
Scots, Diamond Fields Horse, Transvaal
Light Infantry, Johannesburg Rifles,
Cape Artillery, Diamond Fields Field
Artillery, Kimberley Cadets, Natal Hus-
sars, 1913-2%;-Cape, Border and Tem-

buland Light Horse, Transkei Mounted
Rifles, Write: R, Lewis, P.0.Box 10820,
Johannesburg.

The Bookmark, 57, Broad Sireet,
Durban (Phone 63930) stocks
Bickels Coins and Accessories.
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PRESENT DAY
EQUIVALENTS

OF £1

The first part of this series was published last
month, The article was reprinted from Spink and
Son's Numismatic Circular, April, 1966,

Indeed variations in the price of wheat give a fair
indication of variations (n the cost of living for the
mediaeval poor. Wheat prices were once apt to rise
and fall sharply from year w year according to the
success or otherwise of harvests, so it is necessary
10 average prices over a period to establigh a trend.
The cost of labour, too, is well documented, but this
cannot be used by itself as a measure In the changes
in the value of money. in 1500anagriculrural labourer
earned about half as much again as in 1300, though the
price of wheat was roughly the same in both years.
The relative rates of pay of skilled and unskilled
workers have varied down the ages, and this has also
applied as berween one trade and another,

Despite these difficulties, and for the ressons given
earlier, a table has been prepared giving the current
(1966) value of a pound sterling expressed in a past
period. The table relates to England from the Norman
conquest to the beginning of World War 11, and is based
on infermation given in the works of Ruding, Thorold
Rogers, Arthur Young and others for the earlier cen-
turies, and on price serles such as those of Jevons
and Sauerbeck for later times. The table does not
pretend to give close estimates; even if such were
possible they would not be necessary for the present
purpese. For the years since 1761 the figures given
are sufficiently reliable for general purposes, but
going back from that date they become more and more
uncertain till those for the first two centuries covered
are no more than rough guides,

The second column of the table gives figures for
today’s purchasing power of the pound sterling as it
was during the periods shown, the multipliers being,
of course, equally applicable to the shilling or the
penny. It does not, however, take standards of living
into account. Whilst £100 in 1500 would be worth some-
thing like £3,500 now, it would have seemed to the
ordinary man of the time a very large sum of money,
decidedly more than £3,500 would seemto anordinary
man of today, and it is here that wage levels give a
gulde. The £100 in 1500 would have represented some-
thing like fifieen years' wages to a skilled artisan,
whereas £3,500 would be less than three years® wages
for a skilled modern factory worker. The third
column, therefore, has been added to show what may
be termed the apparent value of the poundsterling and
has been obtained from a comparison of wage rates of
the higher grade of manual worker, These figures need
to be treated with even greater reserve than those in
the second column, but using them for the example
just given, £100 in 1500 might have suggested to a
man neither destitute nor wealthy about what £10,000
would suggest nowadays,

The table can, of course, relate only to the position
at a given point In time, that is in 1966. Any future
price movements, which can confidently be expected
to be upwards, will necessitate a revizion. - L.V,

VAIN DIE:
DIE TOE XK OM

Die besonder leersame artikel in die jongste Bichels m

my laat dink aan die ou grappie watl verie :
hgndnrde ander burgers van die Republiek gebruik gomaskl

openingsdag vernief metl die lreine

Qom Pilet het op Komatl Poort op-
geklim en was op pad na Pretoria
terwyl Oom Jan van Bronkhorst-
spruit, of Erasmus goos dit dasrdie
dae genoem s, op pad was na Lou-
renco Marques. Op Waterval-Bohet
die twee treine gekruis en dus langs
mekaar op die stasie gestaan. Oom
Jan sien sy ou maat Piet indietreln
langsaan en klim oor om hom te
groet en die twee gesels so lekker
oor die ou dae dat hulie nie merkdat
die trein fluit en wegtrek nie, Na 'n
rukkie toe die gesels 'n bietjie op-
raak se Qom Jan ewe kalm. ,Plet,
dis darem 'n wonderlike uitvindsel
dle van die Hollanders, Hier sit ons
in dieselfde trein en jy paan Pre-
toria toe en ek ry Lourenco Marques
toe.”

[Die ou storietjie Is oud - u hetrdit
waarskynlik al vroeer gehoor maar
het u al probeer uself indink inver-
anderings wat daar in minderas 100
jasr in ons land plaasgevind het, Dis
Juis wanneer ek sou bietjie car die
ou dae bespiegel dat dit so lntereg-
sant is om fets tashaars uit daardie

+het, en voor dle Krugermunreir

OTT

word omirent (

on ry.
ou dee te hanteer en te 3ién,

Kan u u indink in die toestand
geheers het in verband mcimu
terwyl die Voortrekkers Transv

Natal en die Vrystaat malkgel

locp gekom het? Watter geld he
Republiek Oranje Vrystaat geb
en wat wasg dle roestandnadie 2
Vryheldsoorlog.

Hoe het dit gekom dat ong in]
ons ele munte gekry hei. Het
verband gehou met 'n staatkunc
ontwikkellng of was dit omme
materialistiese corwegings.

Ek wil weer 'n beroepdoenof
lesers om by te dra tot onskult
gkat in verband met munte enm
wege uit die ou dae. Laat ong
stokperdjie inspan nle net omm
te vergsamel nie maar ook kennl
versamel en teversprei: E k din}
behoort die kennis van ons munte
ons nageslag te gee neLsocsh
eendag ons versamelings sele
As ona dit nle doen nle gal hulle
kan lag vir die ou grappic van
wasmeld wat vir die meisiesg

Wat_ch Th;)se Old Coins Go v

By Roger Ellis

Investors and students of price trends at local coinsale.
been astounded at the recent sharp increase in the price o
African coins at three major sales, one in Cape

others in Johanneshurg.

Choice and rare items, like Kruger
gold and the early South African proof
gets, have always fetched astronomical
prices, But the normal, run-of-the-
mill numismatic material which al-
most every bank teller and bullding
soclety cashier has hoarded during
the past year while the old coinage
was being withdrawn, are commanding
catalogue prices and more at gales,

This Is an entirely newdevelopment
in South African numismatics andone
which Indicates that coin collecting
and Investment has become a per-
manent [eature of South African life
and not just a passing fad as so many
people have gald in the past.

In recent years, it was unheard of

Own 4l
to pay catalogue prices for at
EUIE‘E}:'ICY. Rare coina, like the
half crowns and florine ,alwa
at fantastic prices, butnever
has normal material realizec
than double or treble face'

Yet at Richard Curries au
Johannesburg last wecekp
tickeys and sixpences were po
prices which would have pro
numismatists a year agotod
the sanity of buyers, But the
of collecting has altered signi
gince then,

Admittedly there are many
who are collectingwithnor
interest, There are others wl
serious, determined
will stop at nothing -andanyp




DA IN.A KHODESIAN TYP

>

Deur Amateur Versamelaar

unmuus Inverband met die ZASM het

pom Jan en oom

Plet wal, saam met

et van die sanbod dat almal op die

wal
nie
aal,
mank

1 CITi=
tdie
rulk
de

1923
die
ilga
Per

) 068
(1] 1] g
JUnt-
ens
1inte
ig &
cOns
» §an
wilie
rf
s fiie
y die
(.
ese

gy wil nle vir esn-en-ges werk nie

want die vorige miesies het haaral-
tyd ‘n rikadaler gegee,

En nou leta cordletoekoms - van-
af volgends maand spl blerdle ru-
briek desrop toegespils weam om
voorligting te verskaf in verband met
dis stigting van versamelaarskiuba,
Muntvarsameling het in Amerlka en
alders groot belangstelling gaende
gamank en die stigting van kluba hat
daar op 'n geweldigeikaal plaasge-
vind, Omdat ek dink dat daagr baiete
wan I8 metdiestigtingvansulke ver-
enigings sal ek my gedagtes in die
verbend in "n reeks praatfles ultesn-
git maar onthou ek is maar 'n ama-
teur an ek en die Redakicur verwel-
kom wenke In die verband enbriewe
waarin ons lesers hulle ondervind-
inga ulteenslt,

Hoe lyk dit met die aktlewe groep
vergsamelaars op Sasolburg? Wil'
vriend Viviers nie virons vertel hoe
hulle gemaak het nie. En het vriend
Wolmarans van Humansdorp al be-
ginT Hoe Iyk dit met Dujwelskloof en
Wolmeaeranastad?'

Moenle dat ons op u wag nle,

D ill Price

g have
f South
nd the
randard
» 1945=50
v8 went
before
] more
value .

ctionin

pattern
ificantly

people
eal
ho

rice -

10 gecurecoins which they are missing,

These are the people who are (n-
jecting life into the lower run of col=
lecting., Now that such large amounts
are being speat, it virtually ensures
that collecting will never die, Howcan
It with so much money invested? No
man with half an ounce of business
senge will let 2 coin go for less than
he pald. And while this sttitude pre=
vaills, numismatic will be one of the
mogt spectacular {ields for Investment
in this country, Large proflts are tobe
had from careful, selected coinbuying,
This is attracting many wealthy people
who previously considered shares,
flats or highly priced clty bulldings
as safe forms of Investment.

But to returntothe sales. At Richard
Curries a set of half pennies (1923-59)
fetched R21.00 while a set of pennies of
the same dates went for R14.00, Not

bad for coins ranging from Very Fine
to Extra Finel
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COLLECTING

[ am always shocked at the stereotyped collecting habits of
South Africans. Kruger and Unlon of South Afrles are all very
well, but there are other ways of collecting coins. Collecting by
“Type’’ is one of them.

In his recent excellent article (and catalogue) on Rhodeslan coins
in “World Coins," Mr. Jerome H. Remick emphasised the importance of
“"Type"’ collecting. By that he meant the collecting of coins, not by
date, but by ""Type’ i.e. one specimen only of each type of coin in o
country’s serles. He reckons this manner of collecting (o be so impos
tant on the North American market, that he significently incresses the
market value of all 1947 Rhodesian coins, not because they are scarce,
but because they are a distinct “Type’’. In 1947 there was a change In
metal from the coins of previous years. In the next year (1948) there was
a change of deslgn. In fact, Rhodeslan coins were heavily minted in
1947: the demand, however, more than makes up fer the plentiful supply.
Although “Type’’ collecting is very popular in North America, it is so
seldom practised in South Africa that most collectors have the grestest
difficulty of even visualising how this method of collecting works, let
alone arranging thelr coins in such a way.

Just to illustrate the financisl importance of “Type”" collecting, I
liat below some of the 1946, 1947 and 1948 coine of Southem Rhod#sie.
This brings out in a most striking menner the impact of ““Type’’ col-
lecting on the American market. Note that the 1947 coin in esch cusc
ig rated higher by Mr. Remick than the 1946 and the 1948 coins, aithough
the mintage figures are very much higher for the 1947 coln,

DATE | DENOMINA- MR. REMICK'S VALUATION IN
TION NO.

UNC.
17 '
22
29
]

By $.F Edwagd-

883
222

1946

1947

1948 0
1946 1,600,000
1947 5,000,000
1948 1,000,000

4
B
a
E

20
-
3
2
2

2
2

be | Gt ey

e
833|888
B3 o it
cRalcan|88x

1/-
/-
1.400,000

2/6

1946
1947 6 | 6,000,000
1948 33 | 800,000

pences (1923-59, excluding the 1911
coin) was sold at R28; a similar set
of shillings, Including the elusive 1931
coin, went for R90| The 2/- set (but
no 1931 coin) was sold for RS2 and the
complete 2/6 set, 1923 10 1959, went
for R100!

Never have prices liks these been

id for South African coins in VF and

F condition in this country,

e P o

The tendency for high prices ex-
ceeding itself when a set of tickeys,
glaso of the same dates, but exciuding
the notorious 1921 tickey and the
valuable 1960, 62, 63 and 64 tickeys
was sold for R17,00 = about 17 times
more than face value and ot least twice
as much as a similar set could be
bought from dsalers.

If you are Impresged with these
prices, walt till you resd how much
the major coins feiched, A set of pix-
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BICKELS’ COINS AND MEDALS

GROUND FLOOR SHOP AT 151 JEPPE ST., (off RISSIK ST.)

List 116

June, 1966
Valid to end of June 1966 only

(Cancels all previous lists)

PRICE LIST

Arthur Bickel

Richard Bickel

P.0. Box 10890,
Johannesburg.

South Africa.

Phone: 834-8210

NOTES:

PAYMENT: Please send either cheque, money order or postal order.

All items offered are subject to being unsold or in stock at time order is received.

1.
2.
3. NEXT LIST: July, 1966.
4.

OVERSEAS AND FOREIGN:
S1U.S.A. = 70 cents S.A. or R1 S.A. = $1.40 U.5.A.

SA

. FARTHINGS
506 Farthing 1937 VF
807 Farthing 1937 EF
808 Farthing 1942 EF
809 Farthing 1942 EF
Bl10 Farthing 1943 VF
811 Farthing 1943 VF
812 Farthing 1944 VF
813 Farthing 1944 EF
814 Farthing 1945 F
Bl5 Farthing 1946 EF
816 Farthing 1946 EF
817 Farthing 1947 VF
818 Farthing 1947 VF
Bl19 Farthing 1948 VF
820 Farthing 1948 EF
8§21 Farthing 1949 VF
822 Farthing 1949 VF
823 Farthing 1950 F
824 Farthing 1950 VF
825 Farthing 1952 VF
826 Farthing 1952 UNC
827 Farthing 1952 VF
§28 Farthing 1952 VF
829 Farthing 1954 EF
830 Farthing 1954 EF
831 Farthing 1955 VF
832 Farthing 1955 EF
833 Farthing 1957 VF
834 Farthing 1958 VF
835 Farthing 1958 EF
S.A. HALFPENNIES
836 Halfpennies 1940 F
837 Halfpenny 1941 VF-
838 Halfpennoy 1941 VF
839 Halfpenny 1942 F

Penny

E.&0.E.
1942 F
1943 F
1943 VF
1944 F
1944 VF
1945 VF
19450 VF
1946 F
1946 F
1949 VF
1949 VF
1950 VF
1950 VF
1951 F
1951 VF
1952 VF
1952 VF
1953 F
1953 VF
1955 VF
1955 VF
1956 VF
1956 VF
1957 F
1957 VF
1958 VF
1958 - VF
1929 VG
1929 VF
1930 F
1930 VF
1934 VF
1934 VF-
1935 F
1935 VF
1936 F

A5
o £
25

10

25
25
25
A5

A0

.10

.20
.10
.20
10
10
A5
A5
.10
A0
15
A9

.10
40
.35
.03
.20
.30
=30
.60
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2 0 941 Tic 1954 VF .
LS 1937 VF 25 %42 Tickey 1955 VF 10
: TI .
e 1957 | 34 s 9% & o
§79 Penny a8 F 20 945 Tickey 1956 F o
880 Penny 1939 F 20 946 Tickey 1957 VG ‘05
gg1 Penny 1939 F a5 947 Tickey 1957 F A
gez Penmy 1960 F 10 948 Tickey 1959 EF A0
BB s 1940 VF 25 949 Tickey 1959 EF
§85 Penny igﬂ EF 20 S_A.SIXPENCES
EE? lr::nn:}'y se- & i 950 Sixpence 1923 VG R1,20
888 EE““Y ]izﬁ frc; :?155 951 Sixpence igg ; z';g
390 Penny lad e = 953 Sixpence 1032 F 55
891 Penny s E 15 954 Sixpence 193% VF :'m
B92 Penny 1944 10 955 Sixpence 1933 VF 3.{13
893 Penny 190 = 15 956 Sixpence 1935 VF e
8§94 Penmy ey = .10 957 Sixpence 1936 F 25
895 Fenny S5 1 | 15 958 Sixpence 1937 VG 22
896 Pennoy %0k ‘10 959 Sixpence 1938 VC 25
8§97 Penny ig:g ﬁg :4[} 960 Sixpence igﬁ' 35 |5
899 Penny e yr %2 Stpence 1942 VG A9
00 Penny oAl ; 963 Sixpence 1943 VG -
gm Penny 1950 F 15 964 Sixpence 1944 F %‘%
902 Penny o0 e 05 96y Stxpence 1967 % 40
01 Penny 1951 F 15 966 Sixpence 1948 VP ‘80
T 968 gﬁ:ﬁ: 1949 VG 120
TICKEYS 969 Sixpence igg 51;. .80
Sixpence
905 Tickey et e i ';g g;? Siﬁuce 1950 EF 1'42;;5;
907 Tickey 1923 F S 973 Sixpence 1952 VG 4
908 Tickey 1333 ::E 3:25 974 Sixpence :ggi ;‘3 20,
310 Eﬂiﬁ; 1923 VF 408 976 Sixpence 1955 VG 15
911 Tickey 1325 ¥ A 977 Sixpence 1956 VG 20
912 Tickey s E ;ﬁ 978 Sixpence 1957 F 40
0l13 Tickey 1928 VG * 979 Sixpence 1958 F 1.25
914 Tickey 1923 G o 980 Sixpence 1959 F 15
915 Tickey 1729 X5 21 981 Sixpence 1960 VG 25
916 Tickey 1930 G 3 982 5 Cents: 1961 F 15
917 ‘Tickey i YF oz 983 5 Cents 1962 F 10
918 Tickey 1933 ; : '%5 984 5 Cents 1gﬁ i 10
919 Tickey B e 05 985 S Cents 1
[ =
gf Tigke; 1945 F 42 SHILLINGS
I 1945 EF -00
922 Tickey 1.20 R1.00
925 Tickey 1948  F e 988 Shilling 1924 VG 75
926 Tickey 1948 VF -t 989 Shilling 1924 VG 25
927 Tickey 1949 VF : +990 Shilling 1927 G 40
928 Tickey 1949 VF 9 991 Shilling 1927 VG ‘35
929 Tickey 1949 EF 1.20 992 Shilling 1929 VG 2.25
930 Tickey 1949  EF s 993 Shilling 1929 VF 1.25
931 Tickey 1950 VF - 994 Shilling 1930 F 35
932 Tickey 1950 EF i 995 Shilling 1932 VG 95
933 Tickey 1950 EF 20 906 Shilling 1932 VF "3E
934 Tickey 1950 EF 20 997 Shilling 1933 VG 70
935 Tickey 1950  EF =3 998 Shilling 1933 F 2.00
936 Tickey 1951 F i 999 Shilling 1933 VF 35
937 Tickey 1951 F ‘lg 1000 Shilling 1934 _ VG ‘35
938 Tickey 1952 VG '35 1001 Shilling iggi 33 35
939 Tickey 1952 °F ‘05 1002 Shilling
940 Tickey 1954 F -
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1003 Shilling

1004
1005
1006
1007
1008
1009
1010
1011
1012
1013
1014
1015
1016
1017
1018
1019
1020
1021
1022

Shill

Shllli.nng
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shilling
Shliling

1023 Shilling
1024 Shilling
1025 Shilling
1026 Shilling
1027 Shilling
1028 Shilling
1029 Shilling
1031 Shilling
1031 Shiiling

FLORINS (2/~)
1032 Two Shillings
1033 Two Shillings
1034 Two Shillings
1035 Two Shillings
1036 Two Shillings
1037 Two Shillings
1038 Two Shillings
1039 Two Shillings
1041 Two Shillings
1041 Two Shillings
1042 Two Shillings
1043 Two Shillings
1044 Two Shillings
1045 Two Shilllngs
1046 Two Shillings
1047 Two Shillings
1048 Two Shillings
1049 Two Shillings
1050 Tweo Shillings
1051 Two Shillings
1052 Two Shillings
1053 Two Shillings
1054 Two Shillings
1055 Two Shillings
1056 Two Shillings
1057 Two Shillings
1058 Two Shillings
1059 Two Shillings
1060 Two Shillings
1061 Two Shillings
1062 Two Shillings
1063 Two Shillings
1064 Two Shillings
1065 Two Shillings
1066 Two Shillings
1067 Two Shillings
1068 Two Shillings

1935
1935
1935
1936
1936
1936
1937
1937
1938
1938
1938
1940
1940
1940
1941
1941
1941
1942
1942
1942
1943
1943
1943
1944
1944
1944
1945
1945
1945

1923
1923
1926
1926
1927
1927
1928
1928
1928
1929
1929
1929
1930
1930
1930
1932
1932
1932
1932
1936
1936
1936
1937
1937
1937
1939
1939
1939
1940
1940
1940
1941

1941
1941
1942
1942
1942

mMTasT<s<T™™
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2 Ry
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.70
1,15
2.35
.70
.70
.30
iy
AS
25
.80
39
D9
R
85
.30
30
23
2D
2D
A5
.20
20
4.75
7.75
14.00

12.50
12.50
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1.25
1.25

1069
1070
1071
1072
1073
1074
1075
1076
1677
1078
1079
1080
1081
1082
1083
1084
1085
1086
1087
1088

Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Twa Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shiliings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings
Two Shillings

1943
1943
1943
1944
1944
1944
1945
1945
1945
1948
1948
1948
1948
1949
1949
1949
1950
1954
1957
1959

HALF CROWNS

1099
1100
1092
1093
1094
1095
1096
1097
1098
1099
1100
1101
1102
1103
1104
1105
1106
1107
1108
1109
1110
1111
1112
1113
1114
1115
1116
1117
1118
1119
1120
1121
1122
1123
1124
1125
1126
1127
1128
1129
1130
1131
1132
1133
1134

Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crawn
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown

1923
1923
1924
1924
1925
1925
1926
1926
1927
1927
1927
1928
1928
1928
1929
1929
1929
1930
1930
1930
1932
1932
1932
1933
1933
1933
1934
1934
1934
1935
1935
1935
1936
1936
1936
1936
1937
1937
1937
1938
1938
1938
1939
1939
1939

VF~-
VG
VF-
VG

F
F
F

) 32
VF
G
VG
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1135
1136
1137
i138
1139
1140
1141
1142
1143
1144
1145
1146
1147
1148
1149
1130
1151
1152
1153

Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Hailf Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown
Half Crown

S_A. CROWNS

1154

1155

1156
1157

1158
1959
1160
1161

1162
1163
1164
1165
1166
1167
1168
1169
1170
1171
1172
1173
1174
1175
1176
1177
1178
1179
1180
1181
1182
1183
1184
1185
1186
1187
1188
1139
1190

Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown

ZAR,

1191
1192
1193
1194
1195
1196

Kruger Penny
Kruger Penny
Kruger Penny
Kruger Penny
Kruger Penny
Kruger Penny

1940

1940
1940

1941
1941
1941

1942
1942
1943
1943
1944
1944
1944
1945
1945
1945
1946
1946
1955

1947
1947
1947
1947
1948
1948
1949
1949
1950
1950
1951
1951
1952
1952
1953
1953
1954
1954
1935
1955
1956
1956
1957
1957
1958
1958
1959
1960
1960
1961
1961
1962
1963
1963
1964
1964
1964

1892
1894
1898
1898
1898
1898

F

VF
VF-

VF

VF
YF
VF
VF
VE
VF
VF
YF
VF

VF
VF
VF
VF-
VF
VF
VF

VF
VF

VF
VF
VF

VF
VF
VF

EF
VF
VF
VF
VF
VF
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1.75
1.75
1.75
1.75
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1197 Kruger Ti 1892 F i
1198 Kruger Tickey 14937  F nﬁ
1199 Kruger Tickey i%3 EF * D
1200 Kruger Tickey i35 EF- 7 i
1201 Kruger Tickey 1594 EF 2.50
1202 Kruger Tickey 1897 ¥F 155
1203 Kruger Tickey 1897 EF 2.75
1204 Kruger Tickey 1897 EF 2.75
1205 Kruger Tickey 1897 EF £.75
1206 Kruger Sixpence 1892 V¥F als
1207 Kruger Sixpence 1893 F ‘g
1208 Kruger Sixpence 1893 F o
1209 Kruger Sixpence I3%4 VF i.d5
1210 Kruger Sixpence 1854 VF i
1211 Kruger Sixpence 1895 VF i 25
1212 Kruger Sixpence 18% EF Z225
1213 Kruger Sixpence 1896 EF 225
1214 Kruger Sixpence 1896 EF 225
1215 Kruger Sixpence I897 VF 1.00
1216 Kruger Sixpence 1897 EF- 1.70
1217 Kruger Shilling i852 VG S0
1218 Kruger i 1893 VG 125
1219 Kruger Shi 1893 G A
1220 Kruger Shil 1893 F 2.350
1221 Kruger Shilling 1894 F 200
1222 K £ Shilling 1895 F 1.50
1223 Kruger Shilling 1896 F 1.00
1224 Kruger Shilling 1896 VF- 2.10
122> Kruger Shilling 1856 VF 3.00
1226 Kruger Shilling 1897 F- 1.00
1227 Kruger Florn 1892 VYF 10,00
1228 Kruger Florin 1893 VG 5.00
1229 Kruger Florin 1593 VF- 12.50
1230 Kruger Florin 1893 EF- 13.00
1231 Kruger Florin 1394 VG 1.50
1232 Kruger Florin 1895 F 3.00
1233 Kruger Florin 1896 EF 7.50
1234 Kruger Florin 1897 EF 7.350
1235 Kruger Florin 1897 VF 4. 350
1236 Kruger 2/6 1892 VF 12,30
1237 Kruger 2/6 1893 VF 20.00
1238 Kruger 2/6 1894 VF- 6.75
1239 Kruger 2/6 1895 VF 8.00
1240 Kruger 2/6 189 VF 5.00
1241 Kruger 2/6 1896 EF 7.50
1242 Kruger 2/6 1896 EF 7.50
1243 Kruger 2/6 1897 VF 7.50
1244 Kruger S/5 5/- 1892 VF 35,00
1245 Kruger D/S 5/- 1892 VF 95.00

Kurt Bolldinger & Son, 24, Adderley Street, Cope Town, now stocks
Bickels Coin accessories. Visit Kurt Belldinger for gold coins,
proofsets and albums.

N_J.de Wet of Zastron are coin specialists srocking Bickels Albums.
N._J. de Wer (Phone 58) buys and sells coins.

(Published by Bickels Coins and Medals (Pry.) Lid., of 151 Jeppe
Street, Johennesburg, ond printed by Teknilith, of Escom Centre
1220 Harrison Street, Broomfontein.)
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% THE MASTER MEDALLION SERIES OF SOUTH AFRICA  :
L J L
o <
3 NOW :-:
oo o
o ONE OF THE FINEST! o
-I-. i"
< ONE OF THE MOST MAGNIFICIENT! o
= SOUTH AFRICAN MEDALLIONS o
L L
e EVER TO BE STRUCK. 0
"l":l 'l':i
* ® L
% 3
ole o
o o
2 %
::: STRICTLY ol
- LIMITED
- 5
o ISSUE O
s %
- 'i - l'i
o e 1750 BRONZE &%
o e 750 SILVER o
o e AVERY FEWIN “
:i: o
o - o
:.: A full and striking profile of J . Profile shows the unique expression ':'
o CHRISTIAAN SMUTS. . of power symbolizing WINSTON %
oTo Designed by:- CHURCHILL. o
L The famous S.,A. Sculptor DAVID Designed by:- o
o MACGREGOR. BRONZE: ;be we;l known S.A.Sculptor MR. A. %’
o ROMP, o5
::. A strictly limited issue for world demand of 1750 bronze medals will be struck. o’s
ot The medallion is 2 in diameter (%’’ larger than a S.A. Crown) weighs over 1% o
ot ozs. and is about 1/5th inch thick. It is supplied in a handsome leatherelte case. o,
oje This commemorative medallion is destined to become one of the finest collectors o’
O pieces ever struck in the Republic of South Africa. ol
@ : L K
%ot , BRONZE MEDALLION COMPLETE IN CASE: R6.00 POSTFREE. o
& LR
) STERLING SILVER: - X,
L - '«l
‘:.: Same size as the bronze, only 750 medallions will be made. Each to contain Ve
Qe approximately 2 oz. Troye of Sterling Silver (about 60 grams). O
o SILVER MEDALLION COMPLETE IN CASE: R13.00 POSTFREE. o
S ' 2
< 18ct. GOLD, SILVER & BRONZE: oo
::-. A very few triple sets of 18 ct. gold medallions, silver and bronze will be struck. :::
_:: The gold medallion will contain 3—5 Troye ounces (108 gram) of 18 ct. gold. Soy
o DETAILS ON APPLICATION. s
L ./
-':tll-lliiiiiiiiililiiiiiiill#iilliiliiiiliiii-tii - & i'i‘-lr_;i_-.-'-.'.'.','.'.:::
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