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Rika:Lesley Dellatola

Pictures:Gerald Hoberman.reviews in South Africa and theUnited

Kingdom. Says the Numismatic Circular:“Itis doubtedwhetheran illustrated
book of thisquality

will be
« non this

|

century.”

HE prestigious New York Fithoe
reviews only about 400 of the 40000

books published annually. One that it
did review was The Art of Coins and
Their Photography, with 371

illustrations, including 329 in colour, 42

black-and-white photographs, 200

drawings and 160 coin legend

facsimiles,a glossary,bibliography and
- index,by Cape Towns Gerald
Hoberman,a professional photographer,
“author and businessman.

The Times’sbook reviewer said:“In
| . TheArt of Coinsand Their

Photography.
i

(Spink & Son Ltd. in association with
Harry N. Abrams, USdollars 75), a

‘spectacular vanity, GeraldHobermanhas reproduced photographs ofcoins
issuedover2500 years, ranging from a

gold one of KingCroesus (the “as rich
as”man) tomodern silver dollars. |

Skilled cameraworkreveals unseen
.

artistic detail and the many colorsofthe
metals; thepicturesdemonstratesilently
the value of

phalograsty |

to
numismatics.”~The work fait ee outstanding

Robert s. James, reviewing the work
in the South African magazine, Flying.
Springbok, writes:

|

“The internationally acclaimed book,

 
places coin-n-making firmlyamongthe
great artsofmankind. The culmination
of yearsofpainstakingresearch,i photography, internationalco-operation

andmeticulousproduction, ithas rightly
| been described as a unique cultural

astatement. Theauthor,Gerald
| iand 2. Cie andreverse of abaldcoin

~ which was in circulation more than 500years
B.C. It was used inLydia,kingdomot the

legendary King Croesus
3and4. A silver ducatoonee 1728. The
obverse shows thecrest of ne DutchsoIndia Company

= 8 and 6. A Golden1874ond fiomthe
 Zuid-AfrikaanscheRepubliek (ZAR)era. Onthe obverse isa reliefof PresidentThomas

FrancoisBurgersandon the reverse, the~ crestoftheBoer Republic7 Silvercoins fromthe wreckof the |

|

Meresteijn,a merchantmanof theDutchEast
‘India Company whichranagroundat

|

Saldaohe pay
oni S170: The Art of Coins and TheirHEee
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diverse CNturek Spanningies
thousand years. There are the unrivz ob 8th ceaiAdi
coins of the ancient Greek solid Si collectors as a ““
Byzantium, Medieval Europe, Japanar
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Co
which has been acquired by the

Bridgestone Museum in Tokyo."
The 440-page work is an entirely

South African production which involved
about 100 people. Gerald Hoberman

spent five and a half years researching
early coins and photographing them
himself. Amongst the august institutions

|

he visited were the Royal Mint, London,
the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge,
and The International Bureau for the

Suppression of Counterfeit Coins

(IBSCC), London. Specie from the
wrecks off the South African coast of
the Meresteijn and the Fame were

photographed by him in South Africa.
At the Frankfurt Book Fair, said

Gerald Hoberman, there was total
disbelief that the book came from
Africa. Seventeen publishers from

negotiated for the rights. “All the

20

Germany, France, Italy, Spain and Japan publishers concerned preferred to have

the colour plates printed in Cape Town
under my supervision.”

The Cape Town firm of Hirt and Carter

produced the colour separations, using
laser scanners, and the ABC Press, also
of Cape Town, undertook the printing
and binding. Gerhard Schwekendiek was

responsible for the design and layout of
the book, and Tobie Beele did the

superb line drawings.
Says Robert S. James in his review:
“Of particular interest to South

Africans and the Dutch are coins from
the wreck of the Meresteijn, a Dutch
East Indiaman that foundered on the
rocks off Jutten Island, Saldanha Bay,

Cape of Good Hope, on April 3, 1702, as
well as examples of the coinage of the
VOC (Vereenigde Oost-Indische

Compagnie) — The (Dutch) United East

India Company — and the Batavian

Republic. South Africa's first coin, the

Burgerspond, is described in detail and
the accompanying photograph is superb.
The dies for this gold coin were

engraved by L. C. Wyon (cousin to
William Wyon) and struck by Ralph
Heaton & Sons, Birmingham, England,

from gold discovered at Pilgrim's Rest in

1873.
“The obverse of this gold piece is   

seen with the effigy of President Burger.
There are said to be five different
obverse dies on various coins. The

reverse shows the arms of the South
African Republic, six unfurled flags
flanking the shield represent the
Vierkleur.”

The Art of Coins and their Photo-

graphy, by Gerald Hoberman, was

printed in South Africa and is published
internationally by Spink & Son Ltd in

association with Lund Humphries
Publishers Limited, London, and in

USA/Canada in association with Harry
Abrams Inc, New York. It sells at £40/75

US dollars for the standard edition, and

in South Africa at R85 inclusive.  
    

16 to 17. The golden Japanese koban from
the 19th century is a coin with an
unconventional shape

18 and 19. A golden ten dollar piece of 1859
bears the personification of liberty and the
eagle emblem of the USA

20. An image of Richard lll on the obverse of
a 15th century English coin
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