


Article Lesley Dauatma]f. .

HE prestigious New York Trmes

reviews only about 400 of the 40 000

books _-pu_b_llshed annually. One that it
did review was The Art of Coins and
Their Photography, with 371
illustrations, including 329 in colour, 42
black-and-white photo-gr_aphs, 200
drawings and 160 coin legend

facmmtles a glossary, blbhography and .
index, by Cape Town’s Gerald
~ Hoberman, a professronal photographer
~author and businessman. -

The Trmes s book reviewer sald “In

 The Art of Corns and Their Photography

~ (Spink & Son Ltd., '
Harry N. Abrams, US dollars 75) a

. "spectaoular vamty, Gerald Hoberman
~has reproduced photographs of coins
~ issued over 2500 years, ranging from a

: gold one of King Croesus (the ‘“as noh

in assoclatlon w:th

as” man) to modern silver dollars.

Skilled camera work reveals unseen

~ artistic detail and the many colors of 'the-f_E . nich rcaiatl © than 500
~_metals; the plotures demonstrate srlently-j_g_ _'_w O W — o more an years

the value of photography to

'numusmatlcs

 The work has reoewed outstandmg

~ reviews in South Africa and the United
..__.__J_._f__}."_'._':['.';"ngdom Says the Numismatic Crrcular

. 'y is doubted whether an lllustrated
book of thls quahty wrl! be repeated ’[hlS
' century

Robert S James rewewmg the work
in the South Afncan magazme Flymg
Springbok, writes: |

“The mternationally acclaimed book

ot years of pamstakmg research
o -photography, mternat:onal co-operat:on

| -?been desonbed as a umque cu!tural
.__;._,”--statement The author Gerald '

" 1.and 2. Obverse and reverse of a gold coin

lagendary King Croesus

3and4. A silver ducatoon dated 1728 Tha

obverse shows tha crest of the Dutch East

~ India Company

L .-5 and 6. A golden 1374 staatspond from the
~ Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek (ZAR) era. On
~ the obverse is a relief of President Thnmas

Francois Burgers and on the raverse tho

~ crest of the Boar Rapubllc .

7 Silvar coms from the wrer:k of the |

| Mamsterjn, a merchantman of the Dutch East
‘India Company which ran aground at
. Saidanha Bay on Aprll 2102

The Art of Coins and Their _Pho_tr:_:;_grap._lly_y:jr .
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thousand years. There are the un’n
coins of the ancient Greek world,:'e;f_;;







which has been acqu:red by the

Bndgestone Museum m Tdkyo
The 440- page werk is an entlrely |

South Afrlcan production whlch mvolved

spent five and a half yaars researchmg
early coins and phdtographmg them

nimself. Amongst the august lnstltutlona |

he visited were the Royal Mint, Ldnclon
the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambndge
and The International Bureau for the
Suppression of Counterfeit Coins
(IBSCC), London. Specie from the
wrecks off the South African coast of
the Meresteijn and the Fame were
photographed by him in South Africa.

At the Frankfurt Book Fair, said
Gerald Hoberman, there was total
disbelief that the book came from
Africa. Seventeen publishers from

. _Germany, France Italy, Spain and Japan
: Znegotlated for the r;ghts “All the '

20

| "the coldur plates prmted m Cape Town .
. under my supervision.” '

The Cape Town firm :of Hirt and Carter

produced the colour separations, using

laser scanners, and the ABC Press, also
of Cape Town, undertook the printing
and binding. Gerhard Schwekendiek was
responsible for the design and layout of
the book, and Tobie Beele did the
superb line drawings.

Says Robert S. James in his review:
“Of particular lnterest to South

-Afrlcans and the Dutch are coins from

the wreck of the Merestaun a Dutch

~ East Indiaman that foundered on the

rocks off Jutten Island, Saldanha Bay, |

~ Cape of Good Hope on April 3, 1702, as

~ well as examples of the coinage of the
_NOC (Vereenigde Oost-Indische

Compagme) — The (Dutch) United East
India Company — and the Batavian
Republic. South A;f;rlca s first coin, the
Burgerspond, is described in detail and

the accompanying photograph is superb.

The dies for this gold coin were
engraved by L. C. Wyon (cousin to
William Wyon) and struck by Ralph
Heaton & Sons, Birmingham, England,

| ]frcm gold dlscovered at F’llgnm s Rest in
| _1873 . . |

“The obverse df ’[hlS gold plece is

seen with the efflgy of President Burger.
‘There are sald to be five d:fferent

obverse dles on vanous coins. The
reverse shows the arms of the South
African Republic, s:x unfurled flags
flanking the shield represent the |
Vierkleur.”

The Art of Coins and thelr Photo-
graphy, by Gerald Hoberman, was
printed in South Africa and is published
internationally by Spink & Scm Ltd m
association with Lund Humphrles |

-Publlshers Limited, London and m

USA/Canada in assomatlon with Harry

- Abrams lnc New York. It sells at £40/75
}US ddllars for the standard edltlon and

in South Afrlca at RBS mcluswe

16 to 17. The gbl’clen Japahééa koban from

~ the 19th century is a coin with an
| unconvantlonal shapa

1 am:l 19 A golden ten dollar plece ef 1859
‘bears the personificatlnn of Iibarty and the
‘eagle emblem ul the USA .

20. An image ot Fllchard Ill on the abverse ol
a 15th century English coin
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