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ZAR PAPER CURRENCY DURING THE 2ND ANGLO-BOER WAR 
The ZAR Paper Currency During the 2nd Anglo-Boer War guide is an ongoing research project aimed at gathering more informa�on on the 
emergency notes issued by the ZAR Government and providing banknote collectors with more informa�on on these notes, the errors and 
variants. If you have any comments, informa�on, or correc�ons you would like to see in this guide, please contact me at rian@rianvisser.com  

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

I would like to make use of this opportunity to thank Johan Gouws for providing me unlimited access to his massive collec�on of ZAR Paper 
Currency, which assisted me in compiling the informa�on in this guide. Also, thank you for all the �me you have dedicated to answering many 
ques�ons – early in the mornings or late at night! 

I also would like to thank the staff of the Na�onal Archives and researchers who assisted me in obtaining many documents which assisted 
tremendously in this research. 

 

 

• Note About High & Low Serial Number Es�ma�ons 
High and low serial numbers refer to actual notes and their serial numbers we have iden�fied in the various prints. If you have a higher or 
lower numbered note, please do not hesitate to let me know and we will update the figures. 

 

• Note About Serial Number Ranges 
Serial number ranges are our es�ma�ons based on the various notes and their serial numbers we have iden�fied. This merely indicates our 
best suspicion when one print ended and another started. 
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1 ZAR Paper Currency during the Anglo-Boer War 

 

Pretoria Issues 1900 

On Monday, 28 May 1900, more than 7 months into the second Anglo Boer-War, the Government signed a new law authorizing the issue of Emergency 
Paper Currency for the purpose of funding the Republic’s financial obligations. This law became known as the ZAR Law No. 1 of 1900. These notes would be 
printed at the then modern State Printing Works in Pretoria in denominations of £1, £5, £10, £20, £50 and £100. 

Within just a few days, with the enemy closing in on Pretoria, the Government Printers managed to produce more than 47,000 high quality notes from its 
facilities, before a decision was made to remove all equipment, paper, coins, gold and more and leave the premises before the British seized Pretoria. After 
vacating the premises, further printing was moved to Pietersburg. 

From recent research, it was concluded that the Pretoria issues may have been issued in three different prints or issues. Some design issues occurred in the 
second and third print. The two lower denominations, 1 and 5 Pounds were printed in all three prints or issues, while the 10 and 20 Pounds were issued in 
the 1st and 3rd prints and 50 & 100 Pounds were only issued in the 1st print. 

 

 Denomination Serial Print Description Page 
 1 Pound 1 – 2,400 1  2 
 1 Pound 3,801 – 15,800 2  3 
 1 Pound 15,801 – 19,100 3  4 
 5 Pounds 1 – 1,000 1  5 
 5 Pounds 1,001 – 6,000 2  6 
 5 Pounds 6,001 – 13,000 3  7 
 10 Pounds 501 – 2,000 1  8 
 10 Pounds 2,001 – 10,000 3  9 
 20 Pounds 1 – 1,125 1  10 
 20 Pounds 1,126 – 5,000 3  11 
 50 Pounds 101 – 1,500 1  12 
 100 Pounds 1 - 850 1  13 
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(1) 1 Pound – Pretoria – No. 1 – No. 2,400 

 
Auditor General Jannie S Marais 
Treasurer-General Nicolaas S Malherbe 
Border Pattern: 
Spades 
 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 54a 
Dimensions 21x11.7cm 
Font Size 4.5mm 
Printer Gov. Printing Works, Pretoria 
Date 28-5-1900 
Intended Prints 3,800 
Estimated Prints 2,400 
Lowest Serial No 8 
Highest Serial No 2,376 

 
1. Serial 2401 – 3800 was never printed or went 

missing. 
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(2) 1 Pound – Pretoria – No. 3,801 – No. 15,800 

 
Auditor General Jannie S Marais 
Treasurer-General Nicolaas S Malherbe 
Border Pattern: 
Stars & Crosses 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 54b 
Dimensions 21x11.7cm 
Font Size 4.5mm 
Printer Gov. Printing Works, Pretoria 
Date 28-5-1900 
Intended Prints 12,000 
Estimated Prints 12,000 
Lowest Serial No 3,804 
Highest Serial No 15,799 
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(3) 1 Pound – Pretoria – 15,801 – 19,100 

 
Auditor General Jannie S Marais 
Treasurer-General Nicolaas S Malherbe 
Border Pattern: 
Spades 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 54c 
Dimensions 21x11.7cm 
Font Size 6mm 
Printer Gov. Printing Works, Pretoria 
Date 28-5-1900 
Intended Prints 9,200 
Estimated Prints 3,300 
Lowest Serial No 15,832 
Highest Serial No 19,046 

 
1. Serial 19101 – 25000 was never printed or went 

missing. 
2. “No.” omitted from serial number. 
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(4) 5 Pounds – Pretoria – No. 1 – No. 1,000 

 
Auditor General Jannie S Marais 
Treasurer-General Nicolaas S Malherbe 
Border Pattern: 
Spades 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 55a 
Dimensions 21x11.7cm 
Font Size 4.5mm 
Printer Gov. Printing Works, Pretoria 
Date 28-5-1900 
Intended Prints 1,000 
Estimated Prints 1,000 
Lowest Serial No 3 
Highest Serial No 991 
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(5) 5 Pounds – Pretoria – No. 1,001 – No. 6,000 

 
Auditor General Jannie S Marais 
Treasurer-General Nicolaas S Malherbe 
Border Pattern: 
Stars & Crosses 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 55b 
Dimensions 21x11.7cm 
Font Size 4.5mm 
Printer Gov. Printing Works, Pretoria 
Date 28-5-1900 
Intended Prints 5,000 
Estimated Prints 5,000 
Lowest Serial No 1,041 
Highest Serial No 5,991 
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(6) 5 Pounds – Pretoria – 6,001 – 13,000 

 
Auditor General Jannie S Marais 
Treasurer-General Nicolaas S Malherbe 
Border Pattern: 
Spades 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 55c 
Dimensions 21x11.7cm 
Font Size 6mm 
Printer Gov. Printing Works, Pretoria 
Date 28-5-1900 
Intended Prints 9,000 
Estimated Prints 7,000 
Lowest Serial No 6,030 
Highest Serial No 12,932 

 
1. Serial number 13,001 to 15,000 was never printed or 

went missing. 
2. “No.” omitted from serial number. 
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(7) 10 Pounds – Pretoria – No. 501 – No. 2,000 

 
Auditor General Jannie S Marais 
Treasurer-General Nicolaas S Malherbe 
Border Pattern: 
Spades 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 56a 
Dimensions 21x11.7cm 
Font Size 4.5mm 
Printer Gov. Printing Works, Pretoria 
Date 28-5-1900 
Intended Prints 2,000 
Estimated Prints 1,500 
Lowest Serial No 501 
Highest Serial No 1,980 

 
1. Serial number 1 to 500 was never printed or 

went missing. 

 



 

 
 

9 ZAR Paper Currency during the Anglo-Boer War 

 

 

 
(8) 10 Pounds – Pretoria – 2,001 – 10,000 

 
Auditor General Jannie S Marais 
Treasurer-General Nicolaas S Malherbe 
Border Pattern: 
Spades 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 56b 
Dimensions 21x11.7cm 
Font Size 6mm 
Printer Gov. Printing Works, Pretoria 
Date 28-5-1900 
Intended Prints 8,000 
Estimated Prints 8,000 
Lowest Serial No 2,021 
Highest Serial No 9,895 

 
1. “No.” omitted from serial number. 
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(9) 20 Pounds – Pretoria – No. 1 – No. 1,125 

 
Auditor General Jannie S Marais 
Treasurer-General Nicolaas S Malherbe 
Border Pattern: 
Spades 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 57a 
Dimensions 21x11.7cm 
Font Size 4.5mm 
Printer Gov. Printing Works, Pretoria 
Date 28-5-1900 
Intended Prints 1,125 
Estimated Prints 1,125 
Lowest Serial No 11 
Highest Serial No 1,121 
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(10) 20 Pounds – Pretoria – 1,126 – 5,000 

 
Auditor General Jannie S Marais 
Treasurer-General Nicolaas S Malherbe 
Border Pattern: 
Spades 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 57b 
Dimensions 21x11.7cm 
Font Size 6mm 
Printer Gov. Printing Works, Pretoria 
Date 28-5-1900 
Intended Prints 3,875 
Estimated Prints 3,875 
Lowest Serial No 1,130 
Highest Serial No 4,996 

 
1. “No.” omitted from serial number. 
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(11) 50 Pounds – Pretoria – No. 101 – No. 1,500 

 
Auditor General Jannie S Marais 
Treasurer-General Nicolaas S Malherbe 
Border Pattern: 
Spades 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 58 
Dimensions 21x11.7cm 
Font Size 4.5mm 
Printer Gov. Printing Works, Pretoria 
Date 28-5-1900 
Intended Prints 2,000 
Estimated Prints 1,400 
Lowest Serial No 105 
Highest Serial No 1,500 

 
1. Serial number 1 – 100 and 1,501 – 2,000 was never 

printed or went missing.  
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(12) 100 Pounds – Pretoria – No. 1 – No. 850 

 
Auditor General Jannie S Marais 
Treasurer-General Nicolaas S Malherbe 
Border Pattern: 
Spades 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 59 
Dimensions 21x11.7cm 
Font Size 4.5mm 
Printer Gov. Printing Works, Pretoria 
Date 28-5-1900 
Intended Prints 1,000 
Estimated Prints 850 
Lowest Serial No 11 
Highest Serial No 849 

 
1. Serial numbers 851 – 1,000 was never printed or 

went missing. 
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Pietersburg Issues 1901 

After the British seizure of Pretoria, the printing of notes was moved to Pietersburg. Here the Government seized a private printing company, Van den Burg 
& Jorissen, and turned it into the official ZAR Staatsdrukkerij. 

Notes issued in Pietersburg started appearing to have embedded watermarks. The reason for this is the paper they used, which belonged to Van den Burg & 
Jorissen, which already had watermarks embedded for their clients. The quality of Pietersburg issued notes are often much worse than the notes issued in 
Pretoria. 

With the British forces closing in on Pietersburg, a decision was again made to vacate the area and move to a more undisclosed and secure area. 

 

 Denomination Serial Print Description Page 
 1 Pound 701 – 5,800 1 Dated 1-2-1901 15 
 1 Pound 5,801 – 9,000 2 Dated 1-3-1901 16 
 1 Pound 9,001 – 58,000 3 Dated 1-4-1901 17 
 5 Pounds 1 – 1,200 1 Dated 1-2-1901 18 
 5 Pounds 1,201 – 1,500 2 Dated 1-3-1901 19 
 5 Pounds 1,501 – 6,000 3 Dated 1-4-1901 20 
 10 Pounds 1 – 100 1 Dated 1-2-1901 21 
 10 Pounds 101 - 350 2 Dated 1-3-1901 22 
 10 Pounds 351 – 1,420 3 Dated 1-4-1901 23 
 20 Pounds 1 - 200 2 Dated 1-3-1901 24 
 20 Pounds 201 – 750 3 Dated 1-4-1901 25 
 50 Pounds 1 – 400 3 Dated 1-4-1901 26 
 100 Pounds 1 – 20 1 Dated 1-2-1901 27 
 100 Pounds 21 – 200 3 Dated 1-4-1901 28 

 

 



 

 
 

15 ZAR Paper Currency during the Anglo-Boer War 

 

 

 
(13) 1 Pound – Pietersburg – No. 701 – No. 5,800 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 60a 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-2-1901 
Intended Prints 5,800 
Estimated Prints 5,100 
Lowest Serial No 746 
Highest Serial No 5,708 

 
1. Serial numbers 1 – 700 was lost to the British at 

Roossenekal. 
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(14) 1 Pound – Pietersburg – No. 5,801 – No. 9,000 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 60b 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-3-1901 
Intended Prints 3,200 
Estimated Prints 3,200 
Lowest Serial No 5,970 
Highest Serial No 8,966 
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(15) 1 Pound – Pietersburg – No. 9,001 – No. 58,000 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 60c 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-4-1901 
Intended Prints 91,000 
Estimated Prints 39,000 
Lowest Serial No 9,162 
Highest Serial No 57,984 

 
1. Serial numbers 23001 – 33000 was missing or 

destroyed. 
2. Serial numbers 58001 – 100000 was destroyed at 

Roossenekal. 
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(16) 5 Pounds – Pietersburg – No. 1 – No. 1,200 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 61a 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-2-1901 
Intended Prints 1,200 
Estimated Prints 1,200 
Lowest Serial No 58 
Highest Serial No 1,122 
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(17) 5 Pounds – Pietersburg – No. 1,201 – No. 1,500 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 61b 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-3-1901 
Intended Prints 300 
Estimated Prints 300 
Lowest Serial No 1,216 
Highest Serial No 1,476 
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(18) 5 Pounds – Pietersburg – No. 1,501 – No. 6,000 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 61c 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-4-1901 
Intended Prints 6,500 
Estimated Prints 4,520 
Lowest Serial No 1,567 
Highest Serial No 6,014 (Unissued) 

 
1. Serial numbers 6001 – 8000 have been destroyed at 

Roossenekal. 
2. It is believed that at least a number of 20 of these 

notes between serial number 6001 – 8000 have 
indeed survived. 
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(19) 10 Pounds – Pietersburg – No. 1 – No. 100 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 62c 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-2-1901 
Intended Prints 100 
Estimated Prints 100 * 
Serial 1-100 

 
1. It is believed that only a small number of 5 notes with 

the February date have survived. 95 of these notes 
went missing. 
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(20) 10 Pounds – Pietersburg – No. 101 – No. 350 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 62a 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-3-1901 
Intended Prints 250 
Estimated Prints 250 
Lowest Serial No 123 
Highest Serial No 342 
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(21) 10 Pounds – Pietersburg – No. 351 – No. 1,420 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 62b 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-4-1901 
Intended Prints 1,650 
Estimated Prints 1,070 
Lowest Serial No 358 
Highest Serial No 1,408 

 
1. Serial numbers 1,421 – 2,000 have been destroyed at 

Roossenekal. 
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(22) 20 Pounds – Pietersburg – No. 1 – No. 200 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 63b 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-3-1901 
Intended Prints 200 
Estimated Prints 200 * 
Lowest Serial No 130 
Highest Serial No 194 

 
1. It is assumed that only 5 notes have survived, while 

195 went missing. 
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(23) 20 Pounds – Pietersburg – No. 201 – No. 750 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 63a 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-4-1901 
Intended Prints 800 
Estimated Prints 550 
Lowest Serial No 244 
Highest Serial No 741 

 
1. Serial numbers 751 – 1000 has been destroyed at 

Roossenekal. 
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(24) 50 Pounds – Pietersburg – No. 1 – No. 400 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 64 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-4-1901 
Intended Prints 400 
Estimated Prints 355 
Lowest Serial No 54 
Highest Serial No 295 

 
1. Serial numbers 300 – 400 were unissued. 
2. Serial numbers 351 – 400 went missing or were 

destroyed. 
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(25) 100 Pounds – Pietersburg – No. 1 – No. 20 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 65b 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-2-1901 
Intended Prints 20 
Estimated Prints 20 * 
Lowest Serial No 17 
Highest Serial No  

 
1. It is estimated that around 15 notes went missing or 

were destroyed. Only around 5 notes are believed to 
have survived. 
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(26) 100 Pounds – Pietersburg – No. 21 – No. 200 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern: 
Simple Rosette 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 65a 
Dimensions 20 – 21 x 11cm 
Printer Van den Burg & Jorrisen 
Date 1-4-1901 
Intended Prints 180 
Estimated Prints 180 
Lowest Serial No 22 
Highest Serial No 142 

 
1. Serial numbers 161 – 200 were unissued. 
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Te Velde Issues 1901 

After the British seized Pietersburg and destroyed the printing works, paper was gathered from schools and printing were done in the fields. Notes printed 
in this issue was done from a makeshift print fixed on a wagon with typically school paper. 

While in Pietersburg, a small number of notes were created, which today is referred to as Barter notes. With the move to Pelgrim’s Rest, a decision was 
made not to issue these notes. An order was made by De Villiers to seal the notes and hide them. These notes would later become samples of what the 
future Te Velde notes would look like. Even though very few of these Barter notes were found, it is believed that most of them may have been destroyed by 
Borrius in Roossenekal. 

 

 Denomination Serial Print Description Page 
 1 Pound 1 – 4003  Barter – February 1902 30 
 1 Pound 58,001 – 62,000 3 1-5-1902 31 
 5 Pounds 1 – 2,001  Barter – February 1902 32 
 5 Pounds 6,001 – 7,000 1 1-3-1902 33 
 5 Pounds 7,001 – 7,500 2 1-4-1902 34 
 5 Pounds 7,501 – 8,000 3 1-5-1902 35 
 10 Pounds 1 – 1,513  Barter – February 1902 36 
 10 Pounds 1,420 – 2,200 1 1-3-1902 37 
 10 Pounds 2,201 – 2,700 2 1-4-1902 38 
 10 Pounds 2,701 – 3,100 3 1-5-1902 39 
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 (27) 1 Pound – Te Velde – Barter Note – No. 1 – No. 4003 
 

Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern:   
No Border Pattern 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK  
Dimensions 20 x 11cm 
Printer Te Velde 
Date February 1902 
Intended Prints 4,003 
Estimated Prints 4,003 
Serial 1 - 4003 

 
1. De Villiers noted the printing of 4,003 Barter notes 

but ordered these notes to be hidden. It is presumed 
that these notes all went missing. 

2. A very few, perhaps as little as 3 notes, were kept as 
samples for future Te Velde notes. 
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(28) 1 Pound – Te Velde – No. 58,001 – No. 62,000 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern:    
No Border Pattern 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK 66 
Dimensions 20 x 11cm 
Printer Te Velde 
Date 1-5-1902 
Intended Prints 22,000 
Estimated Prints 4,000 
Lowest Serial No 58,089 
Highest Serial No 61,989 

 
1. Serial numbers 62,001 – 66,000 were burnt by 

Borrius. 
2. Serian numbers 66,001 – 80,000 were never printed. 
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(29) 5 Pounds – Te Velde – Barter Note – No. 1 – No. 

2,001 
 

Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern:    
No Border Pattern 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK  
Dimensions 20 x 11cm 
Printer Te Velde 
Date February 1902 
Intended Prints 2,001 
Estimated Prints 2,001 
Serial 1 – 2,001 

 
1. De Villiers noted the printing of 2,001 Barter notes 

but ordered these notes to be hidden. It is presumed 
that these notes all went missing. 

2. No sample of this note has yet been seen. 
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(30) 5 Pounds – Te Velde – No. 6,001 – No. 7,000 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern:    
No Border Pattern 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK  
Dimensions 20 x 11cm 
Printer Te Velde 
Date 1-3-1902 
Intended Prints 1,000 
Estimated Prints 1,000 
Lowest Serial No 6,020 
Highest Serial No 6,964 
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(31) 5 Pounds – Te Velde – No. 7,001 – No. 7,500 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern:    
No Border Pattern 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK  
Dimensions 20 x 11cm 
Printer Te Velde 
Date 1-4-1902 
Intended Prints 500 
Estimated Prints 500 
Lowest Serial No 7,024 
Highest Serial No 7,500 
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(32) 5 Pounds – Te Velde – No. 7,501 – No. 8,000 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern:    
No Border Pattern 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK  
Dimensions 20 x 11cm 
Printer Te Velde 
Date 1-5-1902 
Intended Prints 2,500 
Estimated Prints 500 
Lowest Serial No 7,501 
Highest Serial No 7,986 

 
1. Serial numbers 8,001 – 10,000 was burnt by Borrius. 
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(33) 10 Pounds – Te Velde – Barter Note - No. 1 – No. 

1,513 
 

Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern:    
No Border Pattern 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK  
Dimensions 20 x 11cm 
Printer Te Velde 
Date February 1902 
Intended Prints 1,513 
Estimated Prints 1,513 
Serial 1 – 1,513 

 
1. De Villiers noted the printing of 1,513 Barter notes 

but ordered these notes to be hidden. It is presumed 
that these notes all went missing. 

An extremely rare sample of a Barter Note. 
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(34) 10 Pounds – Te Velde – No. 1,420 – No. 2,200 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern:    
No Border Pattern 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK  
Dimensions 20 x 11cm 
Printer Te Velde 
Date 1-3-1902 
Intended Prints 700 
Estimated Prints 700 
Lowest Serial No 1,436 
Highest Serial No 2,691 
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(35) 10 Pounds – Te Velde – No. 2,201 – No. 2,700 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern:    
No Border Pattern 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK  
Dimensions 20 x 11cm 
Printer Te Velde 
Date 1-4-1902 
Intended Prints 500 
Estimated Prints 500 
Lowest Serial No 2,201 
Highest Serial No 2,691 
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(36) 10 Pounds – Te Velde – No. 2,701 – No. 3,100 

 
Auditor General Albert Pieter Brugman 
Treasurer-General Paul Retief de Villiers 
Border Pattern:    
No Border Pattern 

 
Ornamental Ruling 

 
PICK  
Dimensions 20 x 11cm 
Printer Te Velde 
Date 1-5-1902 
Intended Prints 800 
Estimated Prints 400 
Lowest Serial No 2,702 
Highest Serial No 3,099 

 
1. Serial numbers 3,101 – 3,500 has been burnt by 

Borrius. 

 



 

 
 

40 ZAR Paper Currency during the Anglo-Boer War 

 

Cancellation Stamps & Marks 

The ZAR ceased to exist as an independent country from the 31st of May 1902.This rendered all Gouvernement’s noten worthless as a currency. There was, however, 
arrangements negotiated for compensation for war losses suffered by the Boers. As part of this agreement, duly issued notes could also be presented as evidence of such 
losses. Claims for compensation could be launched with the Central Judicial Commission (CJC). The CJC was responsible for determining eligibility for compensation and the 
amounts thereof. Notes presented to the CJC, would often be stamped and numbered. 
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Type 1 - CJC Cancellation Stamps - Boxes 

The CJC rubber stamp was a rectangular box containing the letters CJC and an open space to enter a claim number. Several variations for this stamp have been identified. 

 

Type 1A – Double Outlined Box – No Dots Below Number - 6cm x 1.2cm 

  
Type 1A1 – Blue Box with Numbers Written in Red Type 1A2 – Blue Box with Numbers Stamped in Black 

  
 

  
Type 1A2 – Blue Box with Numbers Stamped in Black Type 1A2 – Blue Box with Numbers Stamped in Black 
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Type 1B – Single Outlined Box – Dots Below Number with “No” Prefix – 6cm x 1.8cm 

 

 

Type 1B1 – Blue Box with Numbers Stamped in Red Type 1B2 – Blue Box with Numbers Handwritten in Red 
 

  
Type 1B3 – Blue Box with Numbers Handwritten in Black Type 1B4 – Black Box with Numbers Handwritten in Black 
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Type 2 – CJC Cancellation Stamps - Ovals 

This Cancellation Stamp is an oval rubberstamp with the words “Central Judicial Commission” at the top between the lines and Transvaal at the bottom. The center is either 
empty or marked with a date or a handwritten reference number. Stamps with Pretoria at the bottom are extremely rare. 

 

Type 2A – Double Lines with Small Oval – 5cm Wide 

  
Type 2A1 – Blue Stamp, CJC top, Transvaal Bottom with Date Type 2A2 – Blue Stamp, CJC top, Transvaal Bottom with No Date 

  

 

 

Type 2A3 – Dark Purple Stamp, CJC top, Transvaal Bottom with Date  
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Type 2B – Double Lines with Big Oval – 6cm Wide 

  
Type 2B1 – Blue Stamp, CJC top, Transvaal Bottom with Date Type 2B2 – Blue Stamp, CJC Top, Transvaal Bottom with No Date 

 

  
Type 2B3 – Red Stamp, CJC Top, Pretoria Bottom with Date Type 2B4 – Blue Stamp, CJC Top, Pretoria Bottom with Date 
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Type 3 – CJC Cancellation Stamps – Long Borderless in Blue Capital Letters 

 

 

Type 3 – “Central Judicial Commission”  
 

Type 4 – Compensation Commission 

 

 

Type 4 – Compensation Commission Top, Heidelberg Bottom with Date  
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Type 5 – Transvaal Repatriation Department 

 

 

Type 5 – Transvaal Repatriation Department top, Carolina Bottom with Date  
 

Type 6 – District Commission 

 

 

Type 6 – District Commission  
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Type 7 – Combination Stamps 

 

 
Type 7A – Combination of 1A1 & 2B1 Type 7B – Combination of 2B4 and 1A1 

 

 

 

Type 7C – Stamped Twice – Likely Same Stamp  
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Type 8 – Other Stamps 

  
Type 8.1 – Zach De Beer – Attorney-at-law - Harrismith Type 8.2A – JHL Findlay – Oval – Solicitor - Pretoria 

 

  
Type 8.2B – JHL Findlay Wax Seal Type 8.3A – Standard Bank – Big Purple Rectangular Box - Pretoria 
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Type 8.3B – Standard Bank – Small Rectangular Box - Vereeniging Type 8.4 – Buchannan Forsyth Inc. 

 

  
Type 8.5 – Treasury of Natal with Date Type 8.6 - T Sombeeck Apothecary Chemist & Druggist 
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Type 8.7 – Die Ossewa - Bloemfontein Type 8.8 – Gustav Schwab - Durban 

 

  
Type 8.9 – L Forsyth Allan - Signature Type 8.10 – National Bank of SA 
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Type 8.11 – D.M.I Captured & Cancelled  
 

 

 

Type 9 – 5-point Star Perforation 

 

 

Type 9 – 5-Point Star Perforation  



 

 
 

52 ZAR Paper Currency during the Anglo-Boer War 

 

 

Type 10 – Punch Hole Perforations 

  
Type 10A – Single Punch Hole Perforation Type 10B – Double Punch Hole Perforation 

 

Type 11 – Handwritten Cancellations 

  
Type 11.1 – Handwritten Cancellation – Claim No 958 Type 11.2 – Handwritten Cancellation – Claim No 766 
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Embedded Watermarks 

Some notes, from the late Pretoria issues, the Pietersburg issues as well as the Te Velde issues had watermarks embedded. Below are samples of watermarks identified on 
the paper. 
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Type 1 – Pretoria Issues 

 

 
Type 1.1 – Howard Lloyd London with Fleur de Lis Pattern Type 1.2 – The South African Colony of Cape of Good Hope 

 

 

 
Type 1.3 – Conqueror London Type 1.4 – Spes Bona with COA of Cape Colony 
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Type 1.5A – Howard Lloyd London Type 1.5B – Fleur de Lis 

 

 

 

Type 1.5C – Lion Coat of Arms – Spes Bona?  
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Type 2 – Pietersburg Issues 

 

 

Type 2.1 – Howard Lloyd London with Fleur de Lis Pattern Type 2.2 – The South African Typewriter Supply Company 
 

 

 

Type 2.3 – Croxley Manifest Bank London Type 2.4 – Oceana Extra Strong 
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Type 2.5 - Avondale Type 2.6 - NOKTON 
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Type 3 – Te Velde Issues 

  
Type 3.1 – Laid Paper – Vertical Lines Type 3.2 – NBZAR in Italics 

 

 

 

Type 3.3 – NBZAR in Capital Letters Type 3.4 – Duncan, Campbell & Sons - Glascow 
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Type 3.5 – Spes Bona Type 3.6 - Avondale 

 

  
Type 3.7 – Britannia  
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Faults on Notes 

As one would expect in an emergency, during a time of war, enemy closing in and having to move around, several faults occurred on some of the notes issued. Below are 
some samples of faults on notes identified. 
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Type 1 – Printing Errors / Variants 

 

 

Type 1.1 – Off Center Printing Type 1.2 – Spelling Error – Uitgelost instead of Uitgeloot. 
 

  
Type 1.3 – Ornamental Ruling to the Right Type 1.4 – Ornamental Ruling to the Left 
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Type 1.5 – Break in ‘E’ in “EEN” – “E EN” Type 1.6 – “Van de Staat” instead of Van den Staat 

 

  
Type 1.7a – Pietersburg - Point after Sterling Type 1.7b – Pietersburg - Comma after Sterling 
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Type 2 – Dating Problems / Variants 

  
Type 2.1 – “V” instead of “5” Type 2.2 – Dated “29-5-1900” 

 

 

 

Type 2.3 – Common Sample of Normal Date  
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Type 3 – Embossing Errors 

  
Type 3.1 – No Embossed Seal Type 3.2 – Seal Embossed on Right Side of Note 
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Type 4 – Serial Number Errors / Variants 

 

 

Type 4.1 – Incorrect Serial from Third Print on Second Print Note Type 4.2 – Incorrect Serial Number Corrected 
 

  
Type 4.3A – Pietersburg – Black Serial Number Type 4.3B – Pietersburg – Blue Serial Number 
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Type 5 – Te Velde Line Widths 

 

 

Type 5.1 – Wide Lines – 10mm Type 5.2A – Medium Lines – 9mm 
 

  
Type 5.2B – Medium Lines – 8mm Type 5.3A – Thin Lines – 6mm 
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Type 5.3B – Thin Lines – 5mm Type 5.4 – No Lines 
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Type 6 – Paper Thickness & Colour 

Three variations in the thickness of the paper in these notes have been identified.  

6.1 Thinner Pretoria Paper 
6.2 Thicker Pietersburg Paper 
6.3 Thinner Te Velde Paper 

 

 
Thinner Paper - Pretoria 
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Two colour variations have also been identified in various Pietersburg versions of these notes. 

  
Type 6.4A – Dark Paper Type 6.4B – White Paper 
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Type 7 – Unissued Notes 

Unissued notes were notes that were printed, but lacked various aspects, which is required by law, in order for the note to become a legal tender note. These aspects 
include a lack of signatures, dates, serial numbers and more. The lack of these futures would mean that these notes were never released into circulation. 

 

Type 7.1 – Pretoria Unissued Notes 

  
Type 7.1A – 1 Pound Type 7.1B – 5 Pounds 

 

  
Type 7.1C – 10 Pounds Type 7.1D – 20 Pounds 

 

  
Type 7.1E – 50 Pounds Type 7.1F – 100 Pounds 
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Type 7.2 – Pietersburg Unissued Notes 

  
Type 7.2A – 1 Pound Type 7.2B – 5 Pounds 

 

  
Type 7.2C – 10 Pounds Type 7.2D – 20 Pounds 
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Type 7.2E – 50 Pounds Type 7.2F – 100 Pounds 
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Type 7.3 – Te Velde Unissued Notes 

  

  
Type 7.3A – 1 Pound - Minnaar & Barter on Back – Stamp 31 May 1902 Type 7.3B – 5 Pounds – Minnaar & Barter on Back – Stamp 31 May 1902 
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Type 7.3C – 5 Pounds – Back Clean – 6mm Lines Type 7.3D – 10 Pounds 
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Type 8 – Signature Errors / Variants 

 

  
Type 8.1 – No Marais Signature Type 8.2 – No Malherbe Signature 
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Type 9 – Post War Handwritten Additions 

  
Type 9.1 – Henri Slechtkamp Type 9.2 – “Op Eerlyke Wyze Ontvangen” 

 

 

 

Type 9.3 – Signed in 1949. De Villiers Never Signed Pretoria Issues.  
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Type 10 – Presentation Notes 

Often, after the war, old notes were presented to friends, family members and dignitaries, with personalized comments as souvenirs. Below are some samples of notes 
issued by people, among which De Villiers. 
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Letter from Attorney to Client Confirming Successful Compensation Claim 
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